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Presidents Report. 
 

Spring is here with added hours of sunlight and hopefully some more rain to keep our grounds on track. I am delighted to see 

more of our members up and about, particularly on working bees with the weather becoming more "user friendly" to be out-

doors and working on club projects.  

The added numbers are also compliments of the "Men`s Breakfast" initiative headed by Club Member Anthony Davis. Hearty 

and healthy breakfasts along with entertaining guest speakers have provided the perfect start to our working bees. These op-

portunities allow members to converse and interact in an informal club setting as well as setting them up for a good day`s 

work effort. 

(The only exception was when I was asked at the last minute to step in as guest speaker and no doubt left the assembled gath-

ering champing at the bit to be let out of the shed and away from my talk! Sorry folks!) 

These "social" opportunities are just as important to the Club and members as is the amount of welding done, the number of 

hours spent grass cutting, time spent by members on administrative duties  or cleaning the "Ratcliffe Pavillion". It is envis-

aged that moving forward, more social events will occur and will also be inclusive of the wider club community- be that your 

partners, families etc... 

Already it has been suggested that the club undertake bus tours to kindred sites such as the SteamRail Workshops, private 

collectors and other museums and clubs with similar interests. Thanks to Committee members Dave Hubbard and Drew Mor-

rissey for investigating the availability/hire and insurance of small buses. When arranged, we will convey details via the 

newsletter and email for booking details. A modest fee will be required to cover transport and entrance fees.  

Also, during Summer, we will continue with having a light meal in the evening twilight on selected meeting nights. Be it piz-

za, BBQ or fish and chips. What a perfect way to start the meeting than by enjoying the sunset and our grounds on a warm 

night before heading inside to the meeting. 

Our Club is made up of individuals of varying expertise, interest, time availability and the like. Some like the steam machin-

ery areas, others administration tasks and some align themselves to the Machinery Museum or general club duties. This can 
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become problematic on working bee days when we have many eager hands, a multitude of tasks and personnel needing real 

direction. As outlined previously by myself, I see the simplest solution is to appoint "team leaders" across key areas.  

These individuals will be report to the Committee in their area of expertise. As such, these individuals will harness the tal-

ents of those Club Members who "attach" themselves to that area.  

Take for example the "Steam Operations" section of the Club. 

Our Vice President Noel Smithwick was at the last committee meeting placed in charge of this group. Therefore, he will 

plan, direct and action this area. Those members who have a qualification or interest in this area will be guided under his 

charge. They will be informed of tasks required etc... and should funding or parts be required, Noel will report that in the 

first instance to the committee for consideration. It goes without saying that Noel will present a progress report at every gen-

eral meeting as will his fellow "team leaders". 

This will ensure that we complete a multitude of tasks simultaneously and under direction with members knowing what 

tasks are before them. Whilst our working bees are traditionally held on a Sunday, it is not often suitable for all members to 

attend on that particular day. Sporting, family and other commitments all compete to make our lives all very busy. This new 

arrangement will allow individual working groups to plan, action and complete duties when it suits them. Phone calls and 

emails will keep the group informed and knowing what's going on! 

The Breakdown is as follows: 

Steam Group- Noel Smithwick  Civil and General Works- Rob Barrie 

Machinery Museum- TBA   Ratcliffe Pavillion- TBA 

The Club`s Annual General Meeting is on next month. All positions are up for nomination and voting by you as Club mem-

ber. Please consider your own position in the Club and ask what can YOU do! Nomination forms are included in this News-

letter. 

I take this opportunity to thank the incumbent Committee Members who have been supportive in the last 12 months and 

hope that we can continue our growth and momentum moving forward. 

Best Regards, 

Tim. 

 

 

 

 

From Around the grounds 

  

Well here we are with the daffodils in full bloom outside the clubhouse and the grass visibly growing!  

Watch out for "Silvers Circus" appearing on our grounds in October. 

Another big event will be the 2nd Gisborne Rotary Motorcycle Show in early December. On December the 6th our grounds 

will "reverberate" to the sounds of vintage motorcycles and cars once again. The organisers are seeking an even bigger dis-

play this year from our club in our designated area outside the "Steam Shed". Any displays would be most welcome. This is 

a unique opportunity to showcase our club in our own grounds. 
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Two of our members have travelled thousands of KM`s on our rail network to FNQ and on a second trip to Darwin and back 

in Winter! Slide show and talk required! 

We also welcome back another two club stalwarts who weathered winter in Summer time Europe. 

Re-tubing work on the Roller continues, but cold weather has been an issue dampening enthusiasm and understandingly so.  

Hopefully things will warm up and more members appear on working bees. 

Great breakfast`s being cooked and consumed before the working Bees at the "Men`s Breakfast". Good speakers too! 

Cereal, eggs, toast, spinach etc... If you have not come down...Why Not...? 

In Winter, a number of heritage trains passed through Gisborne Railway station...Club members were seen in attendance. 

Congratulations to the Gisborne Men`s Shed on their official opening on a magnificent Spring Day. A lovely lunch was 

provided with GVMS and Gisborne Men`s Shed Members, Gunther, Bill and Roger present along with our Club Presi-

dent Tim representing the Society. Many speeches were given to mark this most special occasion and to honour the work 

undertaken. 

Look out for the new club work shirts available with your name embroidered across the front. See this newsletter for order-

ing information. 

The grounds have become a virtual animal farm. Kangaroo and rabbit numbers have increased and we now host a number of 

fox families! 

Cheerio! 

 

Congratulations 

Bob as he is known to us all of us was inducted into the Transport Hall of 

Fame 2015, in recognition of his dedication, to livestock, hay & grain cart-

age and now water cartage.  His dedication and community spirit from a 

young age—where his lets get on with it attitude started to be seen  and he 

was  ready and able to donate his time, truck and trailers to community 

projects in our small town, whilst doing a building apprenticeship through 

the day. 

Sue Hemphill. 

(Editors note—Congratulations Bob, appropriate recognition for some one 

who just quietly gets on with it.). 

Annual General Meeting 

The annual General meeting is on again soon,  

Please consider what you can do for the club and seriously consider putting 

your hand up for a committee position or rally committee positions. 

The club is in a good position and needs some good members to help drive 

it forward. 

Nomination form and proxy is contained within this newsletter. 



2014 Annual General Meeting Nomination and Proxy Form. 
 

Please be advised that the Annual General meeting of the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society will be 

held on the 30th October 2015 at 8PM in the Ractcliffe Pavilion in Gisborne.  The forms below are for 

nomination of committee members. 

 

The Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society Inc. 

Annual General Meeting Nomination Form 

 

 I ___________________________________________  being an eligible member of the  

 

 Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society Inc. hereby nominate 

 

 _____________________________________________ for the position of 

 

 _____________________________________________ 

 

 Signature     Date 

 

 Seconded     Signature   Date 

 

  

  

 Signature of the nominee accepting nomination  _______________________________ 

 

 This form is to reach the secretary by 5.00pm 15/10/2015 

 

 The Secretary 

Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society Inc. 

PO Box 99 

Gisborne 3437 

  

 
 

  Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society Inc. 

Form of Appointment of Proxy 

 

 

 I, ______________________________  of ____________________________________ 

 

 Being an eligible member of the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society Inc. appoint  

 

 _________________________________  of  ___________________________________ 

 

 Also being an eligible member of the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society as my proxy to vote on my 

behalf at the Annual General Meeting of the Society to be held on Friday 30/10/2015  and at any adjourn-

ment of the 2015 AGM. 

 

 This form must be in the possession of the society secretary prior to the commencement of the AGM.  
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Something Unusual from 

Monty 

These 2 engines are at one of our disused 

sawmill sites.  I guess they are still there, with 

the photo taken  in 2006.  I believe they came 

out of a submarine, but we never used 

them.  They are close to a great camping site 

and recovery of them would not be that diffi-

cult with easy access, but would need a truck 

or heavy trailer and a good winch to collect 

them.  Would be a major job to get them run-

ning, but quite feasible to free them up 

enough to be slowly ticking over at a rally 

with the help of an electric motor or small 

engine.  I have offered them to the engine 

club a few times over the years, but no-one 

has ever shown any interest. Cheers, Monty  

 

 

SPEEWA 

The Speewa Heritage Collectors Club Annual Rally was held over the weekend of August 1 & 2.  

 

Seven Club members attended, Bob & Sue  Hemphill, Ron, Robyn, Cloe, and Haydn Hemphill, Tony 

Llewellyn, John Burman and Lindsay Elliott.  The weather seemed to be the feature – It rained most of 

Saturday and not too many engines were run and most remained covered. Our Club display was a bit less 

than usual, but still attracted attention although there was only a few spectators on Saturday.  Bob and 

Sue had tools and oil cans, Tony had his small engine display but unfortunately had to leave early Sunday 

morning for family reasons, John and Lindsay had Wolseley engines.  

 

Overall there was a good show 

of engines and a few Steam en-

gines operating. Displays of 

collectables was down, but 

overall a good weekend was 

held by all of us. There was 

about 50 campers, mostly in 

caravans, with some staying 

until Monday for a more re-

laxed trip home. 

 

Lindsay Elliot 



 
Bob’s Tool display 
 

Early warning notice—

Wentworth 2016 Celebrate 

the flood advertising is out 

and about—for 8-10 July 
2016 
 

 

 

General rally Area, 

ground does look a little 

wet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Alice Springs Transport 

Hall of Fame. 
 

Whilst I don’t have any photos, a 

number of our members travelled up 

to Alice Springs for the transport hall 

of fame re-union. 

 

There was a large number of Victori-

ans and in particular from around the 

northern Melbourne area.  Some 

members stayed on for a bit of a holi-

day and some came back for events 

like Wedderburn. 
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Wedderburn Rally  
 

A beautiful weekend was provided by both the weather 

gods and the Wedderburn club.  I did my usual trick of 

leaving work somewhat earlier than normal and headed 

up the freeway and highway to Wedderburn.  Trip there 

and back was quite uneventful—which is a good thing.   

 

Mum and dad had got there earlier in the afternoon, and 

had set a bit of space aside for me.  The club was repre-

sented in the engine compounds by Hemphils, Thomas-

es and Elliot.  I have found a nice quiet spot for my tent which is under a willow tress so up went the tens 

and then off to the fish and chip shop for a fish and chip fix.     

 

Come Saturday morning—the engines and displays were set up and running—with minimal amount of 

fuss.  It was then an opportunity to have a wander and catch up with people we haven’t seen for a while. 

 

I am sure there must have been some sort of message about International M types as there were a lot of 

them there.  A good variety of engines, as well—covering all the normal range of what we see at Wed-

derburn. 

 

There was quite a number of cars there on 

the Saturday with a reduction on Sunday.   

Bendigo model engineers were there with 

some really amazing miniature engines and 

models, similar to what they often bring to 

our rally at Gisborne. 

 

A tractor trek was held on Saturday 

(actually two) and Mac Reynolds participat-

ed in that.  Rod Roberts and Tony Llewel-

lyn were seen around the grounds. 

 

As usual the Wedderburn club made 

us feel welcome for the weekend.   It 

is good to see their projects are con-

tinuing, with plans to provide genera-

tion power to light up the rally 

grounds to reinvigorate the twilight 

rally and evening component, 

 

Here’s to planning for next year 
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CORRESPONDENCE:  PO.  BOX  99  GISBORNE 

VIC. 3437  

Calendar of Events 
2015 

 

October 3 & 4  Murtoa Vintage Engine Rally 

October 3 & 4  Dunolly Goldfields Rally 

October 24 & 25  Benambra Rally 

October  30  Gisborne  AGM 

 

November 8  YVMPS Swap Meet Wandin East 

November 14 & 15 Bendigo Swap Meet 

 

2016 
 

January 9 & 10  Geelong Classic Truck & Machinery Show 

March  5 & 6  Whittlesea Autumn Heritage Rally  
March 27   Gisborne Swap Meet—Steam Park New Gisborne 
May  15   Gisborne Rally—Steam park New Gisborne 

July 8-10   60th Great Flood Rally Wentworth. 

 

 General meetings - always 7 PM last Friday of the month, 

 Committee meeting- second Fridays at 7 PM  

 Working Bee Days - Second Sunday of the month 

 

Please send me any calendar entries to be added. 

 

Disclaimer: The items published in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Gisborne 

Vintage Machinery Society. Letters and articles published under the name of an author are the views 

of that author only 

 
 


