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PRESIDENTS REPORT  January 2018 
 
Hi all, hope you had a good Christmas and a Happy New year. 
 
It was great to see so many of you and your wives/partners at the Christmas break up at 
the Radio Springs Hotel. A great lunch was had by all in a good venue supplying great 
atmosphere. It has been suggested that we invite our wives/ partners to a few more so-
cial things like this on a more regular basis. I believe that there are already 2 suggested 
places to go for lunch on the cards already. 
 
We are in for a busy few months leading into the 40th year of the club and rally in May. 
We are looking at having all things made in Gisborne on display so if you have some of 
these it would be great to see them on display at this year’s rally. There is a number of 
projects to be completed and many members are hard at work trying to complete these. 
We are looking for many helpers at the working bees to finish off these projects in time 
for the rally and celebrations of our 40 years as a club. Please come along and help, as 
many hands make light work and it enables great socialisation among members at the 
working bees. 
 
It is great to see that the miniature train layout is now together, this will enable us to fur-
ther expand the club and provide some great delights for all people both young and old. I 
have it on good authority that trains can now run on part of the track as it is in the shed 
and one member has been playing there on a regular basis since it has been up and run-
ning. Please see photos. 
 
Much work in grass cutting and weed spraying has happened over the Christmas break 
to bring the grounds up to date and looking great. This has been despite a few issues 
with the mower and the weather. We have a couple of trees in the park that need some 
attention and hopefully at the next working bee this can be rectified. During the break a 
couple of members have fixed the toilet roof and the steam shed now has natural light 
which makes such a massive difference. We have also had a shed frame and iron donat-
ed to the club which will be put to great use to help keep things dry. speak is in the pro-
cess of being constructed to help tidy up the compound.           CONTINUED PAGE 2 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT  January 2018  Continued From Page 1 
 

A steel rack, as we speak, is in the process of being constructed to help tidy up the com-
pound. 
 
During the break we received just before Christmas notification of the survey by the shire, 
about the Steam Park, Marshlands and Magnet Hill. This has some major implications for 
the club and according to the last survey only 4% where submitted by the club. We the com-
mittee are asking that you fill this out and return it to the shire by start of February to give 
the club a massive representation as this greatly effects the club and could mean the surviv-
al or fall of the club in the long term. Please follow the link below: 
 
Type into your browser search box:-www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-
Say/Gisborne-Racecourse-Marshland-Reserve-draft-environmental-management-plan-
feedback? 
Follow links on MRSC website. 
 
On this note as the President I ask that you DO NOT SPEAK WITH THE COUNCIL ON 
THIS MATTER as the current committee has members that are in contact with the council 
about this on your behalf. We are working hard at drafting a very stern and strong response 
to the document and would like to get it right so that the club has a very strong voice on the 
matters at hand. You are entitled to your view and it is only your view not the clubs so 
please do not mention the club if you correspond to the council about this matter, the com-
mittee has this in hand. Just fill out the survey and send it in please. 
 
On a sad note it has been noted that there are some irresponsible members of the commu-
nity that think it is their right to drive where ever they see fit. If you are at the Steam Park I 
encourage you to take a photo of the vehicle concerned and get their rego details and for-
ward this to the council. As we have had some one driving along the boundary fence and 
got bogged, they then used our railway track and broke up some of our displays around the 
7 ¼ track to get out, the next thing they will be doing is driving all over the park and marsh 
lands destroying the environment. Please see photo. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the coming working bees and meetings. 
 
Anthony Davis President. 
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Christmas Break up, Radio Springs Hotel, Lyonville  Sunday 19 November 2017. 

Model Railway Report 
 
They say a picture is worth a thousand words so the attached picture should save a lot of 
reading 
Basically the roof insulation and wall lining of the shed is complete except for a small sec-
tion around the access door. 
All sections of the model railway are now in the shed and are bolted together and have 
been levelled.   One small section about 2ft wide (600mm for the younger readers) which 
was cut off by Charles when he dismantled the railway for storage and then managed to 
lose it has to be rebuilt to complete the bench work.  Some areas of plain plaster work 
have to have scenery material applied and a number of buildings now need to be made to 
bring the scenery to "life".  Test running of trains has started on the main station which has 
the primary control panel and amazingly most points are working with only a few faults - 
not too bad for over 8 years in storage.  We now have to install small sections of rail at 
each section joint and connect the plugs and work outwards away from the main station 
so hopefully should be able to run trains around the complete length within the next couple 
of months. 
Len Redway.  Model Railway Group , Project Leader. 

Photos by Roger Payne 
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When did our club START ??  The following passage written by Mal Grant, tells why and how, 
but the actual date escaped memory or paperwork. Following Mal’s report, I have copied a letter written  
in 1994 by Tony Evans, then President, to Gisborne Shire. The answer lies here, 
firstly in the letterhead, then in the text, the actual date of the first meeting, referred 
to in Mal’s report. Both these articles are a good record of our very early days. 
 

THE RUSTON - HORNSBY STATIONARY ENGINE .... Our Club Begin-
ning. By Mal Grant 
 
In 1971 the Ruston - Hornsby stationary engine was used as a back-up                       
power source at White’s Bullengarook Saw Mill; the mill cut timber                       
brought in from the nearby forest.  To shorten a long story short, the mill                        even-
tually closed; the RUSTON was given to Gisborne Council for possible              use as a 
“Children’s Play Piece” and was stored in the Council Yards at the rear of Gardiners Garage 
[Opposite the Court House]. It sat there for a few years; you might say “pleading for some-
one to love and restore it” - things were moving fast by the late 1970’s a Gisborne Lions 
Club was formed, taking the opportunity to “retrieve” the engine, weld up moving parts place it 
in the Lions Park opposite the current Bowling Club. 
 
Dismayed by such an idea as welding and [to my mind] destroying such an item was not what 
should occur; I wrote a letter to the Gisborne Telegraph newspaper disclaiming the idea of 
painting the RUSTON in gaudy colours. It was my use of the word “gaudy” that set the Lions 
Club President “after me !”  He suggested I was wrong in stating it would be gaudy and if that 
is how I felt then I should do something about it. Words lead to deeds. As matters turned 
out .... per my statement of how our Ambulance Committee was trying desperately to raise 
funds .... I felt it only proper that an organization be formed to look after and restore this piece 
of local history. What its’ general history was before arrival at White’s Mill was unknown other 
than it had been used in the forest for many years.  Another letter to the newspaper. I was by 
this time on permanent sick leave from work and discussed the idea with Victor and Tricia Kaye; 
of Museum Motors, MORGAN Motor Dealers etc.  The result was a Public Meeting at Victor and 
Tricia’s home: hoping enough people would turn up to form a Club to save the RUSTON. 
 
The exact date of the meeting has been lost but personal recollections show it was a bright sun-
ny day, Ambulance Committee members, Vic Kaye [President;] me, Vice-President, were excited 
at the turn up, Sid Green came from Lancefield with a contingent of about four or five others, 
Jack Sankey arrived - with family - in an International utility truck; soon the back garden was 
filled with people.  I admit to being overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of those in attendance and 
soon the meeting got under way.                   
 GISBORNE STEAM & OIL ENGINE PRESERVATION SOCIETY officially came into be-
ing: “GERTIE” had been saved !  Well saved is a word with many connotations there were lots 
of doubters within the community who made statements such as - “ that old girl will never 
turn a wheel ever again ! “   Strangely enough, as I look backwards and         perhaps even 
jump forwards ........, those doubters who voiced to me their feelings; were proven wrong. 
Proof of the pudding [to coin a phrase;] was when “she” was first fired up, steam coming from 
the exhaust and flywheel turning etc., but that is also history.  Today our “GERTIE” has a prom-
inent place on our Rally Grounds, on our Club badge and all due to the fact there were enough 
people around in 1979 to see into the future. 
 
Ahead: detail of our First committee together with some of our longer serving members; ALL 
have worked together for the good of everyone. We must give due thanks to past members 
[with others] who assisted in getting us to where we are in this present day. 
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Continued from page 4       
Well there it is: the club commenced at that meeting at Victor and Trish Kaye’s home on the 

  14th OCTOBER  1978, 
The Club is now in its 40th year. 
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GISBORNE CHRISTMAS PARADE AND FAIR  December 8  2017    
 

Back in about October 2017 my neighbour who is one of the organisers for the Gis-
borne Christmas Parade and Fair asked if the GVMS would be interested in partici-
pating in the parade with a float as they were trying get a greater variety in the pa-
rade.   Seeing this as a good opportunity to gain some community exposure for the 
club I agreed that I would undertake to enter a float which at the least would consist 
of a model train on a trailer and towed by an ordinary vehicle.   After discussions 
with some club members we managed to enter four floats - a 1932 A model Ford 
light truck with my steam train on the back and suitable signage (David Hubbard & 
brother Allan) - Noel Smithwick with his scale traction engine on a trailer - Arthur 
Boyd riding in his "galloping goose" railcar on a trailer and Adrian Guillot with his 
grey Ferguson tractor on a trailer.   For our efforts we managed a second place for 
the best float and received a small trophy but more importantly a cheque for $50 
 
Some time after committing to the parade I was asked if I could also provide some 
free activity for children at the fair on the oval.   As this was also another good op-
portunity to promote the club I agreed to provide a "G scale" model railway layout 
that has each locomotive powered by it's own battery and is radio controlled    We 
had to be set up on the oval between 4.30 and 9.00 pm which meant a 3pm start 
and a finish about 9.30 after the fireworks.   We had a good steady stream of kids all 
anxious to play trains and I was glad of the help received from a number of the 
member.  Brian Grieve and Monty Russell were there for the duration with Trevor 
Dunn also there for much of the time.  Tim Reid was there for the set up until fire du-
ties called him away as were new members Matt Gillespie and Page Epifaniou be-
fore they had to depart for a prior engagement.  Dave Hubbard also returned after 
the parade to help pack up.  My apologies if I have forgotten to mention any other 
helpers, just but it down to a senior moment. 

Len Redway 

Can you identify the Club person watching the parade in one of these 4 photographs? 
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GISBORNE CHRISTMAS PARADE AND FAIR  December 8  2017    

CROSSLEY 6 CYL  800 HP  Engine at Wunghnu.  The Goulburn Valley Vintage Tractor 
and Farm Machinery Club acquired the engine from Radio Australia  in Shepparton and restored it to 
running condition over a 5 year period. It is also reported that it was used to generate power for Shep-
parton in the early 1940s. The Club also built the shed to house it. 

Robin Close is member of 
the restoration group, seen 
here operating the engine. 



Gisborne Steam Whistle No 267 January 2018  Page 8 

Correction. In the last Steam Whistle I wrote of the passing of Ernest Lester –Smith and in-
correctly referred to his two sons as Gavin and Richard, instead of Gavin and Martin. My sincere 
apologies to Martin and all family.  Lindsay. 

This brass plaque (actually 1 of 2) 
was handed to me recently by a 
former member who could not re-
member any thing about them. 
 
Who was Jack Fogarty? 
 
What did he bequeath to the Gis-
borne District Steam Society in 
August 1985? 
 
Do we still have the item be-
queathed? 

TRADES REGISTER 
When the club decided that it would be a good idea to set up a trades Register, I noted that there 
was quite vocal support for this to be set up.  What has happened? I have received only one refer-
ence. So members, please see what you can do about that. 
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MEMBER PROFILE  -  Noel Smithwick 
 
 I lived in North Coburg in the early years of my life. I worked as a pa-
per boy part time for the newsagency my mother worked for. It was quite 
challenging but enjoyable most of the time. I obtained an apprenticeship in 
Fitting and Turning at the Ordnance Factory in Maribyrnong in 1962. After 
completing my apprenticeship I was a maintenance fitter in their boiler 
house until 1971. 
Cupid struck and I married Robyn in 1970. 
 In 1971 I started work for the Department of Civil Aviation at Essendon Airport. Late in 
1971 I was sent to Melbourne Airport [Tullamarine to work in the services building] as I had 
obtained my Boiler Ticket, a very handy thing to have as I have discovered over the years. 
During that time, I worked on,13 HTHW BOILERS,  3  16  CYLINDER  1 MEGAWATT GEN-
SETS , 2 CHILLER  PLANTS plus  all  the Airport Terminal Maintenance. 
In 1976 I received a promotion and transferred to the Apprentice Training School .We convert-
ed the old kitchen which belonged to the now defunct Ansett Airlines into the Apprentice 
Workshop. I was there for 13 years when the training school was closed down. 
 1989 I spent the next 12 months as a Foreman Services Fitter. When I  was 45 The 
company I was working for decided in their wisdom to put all maintenance out to contracting! 
Too bad if they had a gas leak. They would have to wait some time for a contractor to agree to 
come out and do the job. 
I applied for quite a few jobs but was told I was overqualified. After a while I went to Centrelink 
and was told I should have come a lot earlier. I guess it was the independent streak in us. 
Robyn was lucky enough to get a baby sitting job 3 times a week [4am to 7.30am] for a couple 
who were psychiatric nurses on shift work so that helped a bit with 4 kids still at school. 
After a while, 6 months or so, I was lucky enough to get the best job I have ever had at North-
ern TAFE now known as Melbourne Polytechnic. I stayed there for 16 years running the 
maintenance section until I retired. 
After a while Rowan who hired me at Northern TAFE asked me to go and work for him part 
time at his new business. I repaired air and hydrostatic tools and did quite a lot of work for 
Toyota which was sent to the factory. This part time job was very interesting and expanded 
my engineering knowledge and experience!  I was there 4 years and loved it! 
I retired this time for good at the age of 67. I now spend my time being a CFA volunteer, a 
Gisborne Vintage Society member, a member at the Tullamarine Live Steam Club [which I 
originally founded] and travelling the world, including Australia. 



THE GISBORNE VINTAGE 
MACHINERY SOCIETY INC. 
Reg No A0029842D  

CORRESPONDENCE:  PO.  BOX  99  GISBORNE 
VIC. 3437  

Calendar of Events 

2018 
January 13 –14        Geelong Classic Truck & Machinery Show,  Geelong Showgrounds 
January  20-21         Orford Vintage Rally & Tractor Pull,  Dicks Road,  John  0429 138 275 
January  21               Bendigo Centre State Swap meet. 
January  27-28         Quambatook  Harvest working Machinery & Vintage Tractor Pull   
                                 Doug 0427 346 634     Graeme 0429 346 110 
January  ?                 Rocklyn Tractor Trek-Unconfirmed-(nothing arranged) Graeme 0427 457 400 
February 3 & 4         Colac Show,  ‘Howards of Yesteryear”, Lawn Mowers, International Harvester 
                                 Machinery, Trucks,  Stationary engines Tractor pull Stuart Robb (03)52353322   
                                 Graeme Robb 0418 593 457.  Small Engines, David Pope. 
February 9               Committee Meeting. 
February  11            Picnic at Hanging Rock MRADMC car show  71/4 rail and Stat. Engines 
February  18            Ballans Great 2018 Vintage Rally    Jason Palmer 0409 557 541  Ray Meadows 
                                 (03)5368 1177 
March 3-4               Sale Vintage Tractor Pull and Rally    Iain 0418 575 974 
March 10-12           Scoresby Steamfest 
March  17-18          Kyabram Vintage Engine Rally and Kyabram Mack Truck Muster 
March 17                Tractor Trekkers,  Eaglehawk Dahlia & Arts street parade, No trek, contact 
                                Neil 0408 033 839 
March  17-18          Talbot, Annual Vintage Engine & Machinery Rally. Celebrating 100 years of   
                                Ruston Hornsby, Contact Leanne Boyle  (03)546321214 
 
Something to do each month—so lets see lots of articles for this newsletter coming in. 
Reports and articles by FEBRUARY 16  2018 please. 
 
 General meetings - always 7 PM last Friday of the month, Except May through August. 
 Committee meeting– See dates in Calendar of Events 
 Working Bee Days - First Sunday of the month 
 
Please send me any calendar entries to be added. REPORTS & ARTICLES BY FEBRUARY 16  
 
Disclaimer: The items published in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Gisborne Vin-
tage Machinery Society. Letters and articles published under the name of an author are the views of 
that author only. 
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