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Presidents Report. 
 

 

Hi all hope you had a good Christmas and a happy new year.  

 

We are in for a busy few months leading into the rally in May, there is a number of projects to be completed and many mem-

bers are hard a work trying to complete these. 

 

On a said note, we have unfortunately over the Christmas break lost some of our older members, our condolences go out to 

their families at this time, a said loss to this club in the form of years of dedication and experience. 

 

 As we go to press the roller has had new tubes been fitted by David and Noel so that it is ready for a hydro test and any leak-

ing tubes fixed before the boiler inspector comes and gives us a 2-year ticket to run the roller. David has said that it is over 

30yrs since he has used the tube expander and I believe the two of them where very tired after doing the rolling in of the tubes 

and several beers where required at the end of each day. With the new tubes in this will give us another 25-30years of boiler 

life and keep the heritage of the roller going. 

 

Over the Christmas new year period we have had Len’s friend Charles who is a train modeler offer the club a small lay out to 

the club that he has been building for the last 25 years. At present Charles is wishing to do some finishing touches to the lay-

out, which is based on Tailem Bend and Murry Bridge in South Australia. The layout is approximately 23’ by 44’ long and in 

8 modules. Charles is unfortunately very unwell and is happy to see it go to a good home, the committee have chosen the Har-

ry Ripp shed to show the layout but in the meantime Len has offered to store it at his house until the relevant works are com-

pleted to show it properly. This will hopefully bring new younger members to the club and expand the club’s membership, 

Tim has already had several expressions of interest in this side of things, which looks promising. 

 

Tim, Noel and I meet with the Macedon Rangers Mayor Jenifer Anderson and local south ward councillor Helen Radnedge to 

discuss the current proposals to the steam park and marshlands. The councillors where unaware of the impact that the pro-

posed changes and impact that this would have on the area. The impact of the future development to our north would have on 

the marshlands and the native flora and fora. They both where very surprised as to how much work has been done by this club 

over the past 39 years to bring the area up to its current standard that we and the general public enjoy. This is a long going 

issue and the committee is committed to seeing the club stay and will continue to work towards a new lease in the coming 

years. We have further developed the masterplan so that we have some direction and future development within the club. 
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The mower has been running hot with every weekend and some evening grass cutting been done, as the grass is continuing to 

grow over the summer. Roger has put on the clubs Facebook page a lovely video of the 80mm rain we had just before new year 

of the silt trap and the 7 ¼ railway have a look when you get a chance. As some of you are already aware that for a number of 

reasons Tim and Prue have cease operating the train rides and the rally will be last time that they will be running, such a shame 

but a great job by both of you to get the train track running again. We will look into having the line still running in the future so 

watch this space. 

 

We are looking for old photos of some of the club’s rallies and activities so that we can show these in photo albums and I have 

included a couple of photos for a new section in the newsletter called then and now, would love it if everyone could get on 

board and make it an interesting topic.  

 

That’s all now from the president, so please come along to the meetings and working bee’s so we are ready for a great rally in 

May. 

 

Upcoming Events 
National Rally 

 
The NHMA National Rally is past coming towards us.  Now only a couple of months, away, hopefully your projects for the 

National Rally are well underway.  Planning by the Hamilton group is now well underway. 

 

For those that are interesting in exhibiting—Trevor now has copies of the registration forms.  Contact him for a copy, and get it 

back to him so the club can put on a display as a whole, not end up a little scattered around the grounds. 

 

Articles for newsletter 
 

As mentioned by Tim, I will be finishing up as Editor at the next AGM.  This newsletter needs local input  to make sure it co-

vers off what the club and us members are doing. 

 

It is worth noting that for this and the last newsletter, I have received  good articles that talk about the running of the club and 

what is happening around the grounds and some good articles that show off what our members are doing around the state, 

Speewa for example.  If this trend continues then it will be easy for the next person to do the newsletter as the only fillers are 

the advertising bits we do for our sponsors—the rest if from you guys and girls.  

 

Thank you to those who keep contributing and please keep the articles photos etc still coming. 

 

Steam Park History  
13 May 1940, The Argus 
Ran True to Form 
  From Mr. S. Brocchi, of Gisborne comes news of Gisborne Racing Club’s last day. He writes: - 

  “The grand finale of the Gisborne Racing Club took place on May 1, when the grandstand, loose-boxes, and other fittings 

were sold at auction. The course, which was the longest in Victoria, was in existence from the early ‘60’s until delicensed a 

few years ago. Gisborne was renowned for the wet weather which attended its meetings, and on sale day it rained again, which 

caused on of those present to remark:- 

  “The old course is running true to form. It rained throughout its life, and now it’s raining for its funeral!” 

 

GEELONG CLASSIC TRUCK and VINTAGE MACHINERY SHOW 

January  7 & 8  2017. 

 
This event is always held on the second weekend in the new year at the Geelong 

Show grounds and features a Classic truck show, a Vintage tractor pull, a dis-

play of stationary engines, and a great display of Steam engines operating, 

pumping water, or just steaming. John Sparks had his great display of scale 

steam traction engines and fairground organ etc. The venue also has a very large 

shed of steam driven generators etc. Even a ship’s engine. Many other fixtures 

include sheep shearing equipment, a complete wool processing machine and 

many other pieces of machinery. The shed next door featured a very large 
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Mecanno display, and a vendor of model trucks, 

all radio controlled, semis, even a road train 

tanker. The Liberator engine was on show and 

run twice each day. A large number of vintage 

and classic trucks were on show, as well as a 

good number of vintage tractors many of which 

took part in the tractor pull. There were 5 0r 6 

Lanz Bulldogs, some Chamberlains, a 55s with 

2cyl horizontal engine a couple with GM en-

gines.  There were only about 20 Stationary 

engines in total, including some well made 

model engines. Avery well restored and pre-

sented  was also shown here. Another rarity was 

a Brotherhood 1911 poppet valve 4 cylinder 

radial Torpedo engine. Has to be somewhat rare 

as most would have been destroyed on impact 

with the target.  

 

Three members represented our club, Macca Llewellyn, with his 

small engine display, Lindsay Elliott with the Club’s 4 hp 

Wolseley Type R engine and Nicholas Bell with his Case Trac-

tor. Tom Deveney visited on Saturday and Trevor Dunn and 

John McKenzie visited on Sunday.  The public attendance ap-

peared reasonable but dropped off early afternoon as the temper-

ature soared to 38 deg. on Saturday and 30 deg. overnight. (Very 

hard to sleep) Sunday was hot but a change later in afternoon 

helped. Geelong event is always good to go to. 

 

Lindsay Elliott. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kilmore Show 4th December 2016 
 

A small group of us made it to Kilmore for 

the annual Kilmore Show.  Lindsay Elliot, 

Macca Llewellyn, Sue Hemphill, Bill Watson 

and I represented the club. Bill displayed his 

Fergy, Lindsay displayed the club Wolseley 

engine and I brought a number of small Inter-

national engines.  Macca brought some small 

engines and other interesting display items, 

with Sue bringing along some of Bob’s tools. 

We  enjoyed a BBQ lunch cooked by myself 

and Sue provided the fresh salads. 

We shared some of the lunch with the man on the 

gate who looked to be left there with no supplies.  

Sausage, burger and salad were most appreciated. 

 

The Show made a donation to the club and we need 

to thank them and continue to support this event as 

we have done for the past number of years.  For a 

variety of reasons our display was smaller than 

previous years. 

 

Put a long term booking in your calendar for 

this year, first Saturday in December, and lets 

continue this tradition. 

 

Barry 
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Bob, Rod and Rob. 
As mentioned in the Presidents report—it was a sad lead up to Christmas with the passing of three mem-

bers of the club, Bob Hemphill, Rod Roberts and Rob Thomas.  All three have been active members and 

have contributed both to the club and to helping other members.  I could write a article on each, but I think 

we should remember the three of them together as often they would be doing things with each other. 

 

Rod—I am unsure when Rod originally joined the club, but he was 

a serious active member when I joined in the early nineties.  Rod’s 

interest at that stage was primarily engines and he always had en-

gines on display.  Rod spent time on the committee and had held 

the role of President, always turning up at working bees and dis-

plays.  There is a slab of concrete in the Ratcliffe that was Rod’s 

doing.  He often organised the Seymour event which helped to 

bring in operating funds and new members.  Over the years he be-

came interested in tractors, especially Fergies.  I suspect this may 

have started when he worked on the reinstatement of  the club Far-

mall and used it for slashing duties in the 80’s and 90’s. 

 

Bob joined the club possibly a little after I did, and I thought his 

primary interest was in stationary engines, but that was only part of 

the picture, as having a history of trucking, he had trucks and trac-

tors.  Bob represented the club at a number of rallies such as Guil-

ford, Wedderburn, and Speewa over the years.  He was responsible 

for getting the annual display at the Kilmore show happening.  En-

gine compounds and fencing around the tractor-pull track were part 

of Bob’s activities at working bees.  Bob was often seen at rallies 

with his shearing plant display, showing off what he regarded as an 

important part of our heritage.   In recent years Bob was admitted 

to the Alice Springs Transport Museum Hall of fame. 

 

Rob joined the club in the nineties, again with a primary interest in 

engines.  He represented the club at a number of events including 

Kilmore, Wedderburn, Echuca, Guilford and many more.  Distance 

meant he didn’t get to many working bees at the steam park, but 

was always ready to come down and help when needed, even help-

ing Trevor put out road signs for the rally.  His knowledge of spare 

parts meant he was able to help members looking to fix trucks and 

tractors.  

 

I hope we all have many great memories of 

these three men, and the good times we have 

shared with them, both as family and as vin-

tage machinery enthusiasts.  The photo was 

taken at Kilmore, in one of the early years 

and has the gang that worked and still works 

together to put things on for the club. 

 

 

Barry. 

 

 



Tractor Swap Meet. 
A number of our members are active in 

the tractor trekking and tractor pulling 

so I hope this is of interest. 

 

Any further queries please have a look 

at the web site mentioned in the add, 

and if needed contact Neil Athorn, 

whose details can be got for you if 

needed. 

 

Ground and Compound Cleanup 
 

I have been asked to remind club members that 

the compound and grounds are not your work-

shop and that rubbish and unneeded compo-

nents should not be left around. 

 

I can’t talk as I have a carryall sitting up in the 

compound somewhere—rusty and ugly, but 

please make Anthony and the committee happy 

but taking your bits home, or if needed to be 

kept put them in the corner of one of the sheds 

and tell some one on committee it is there for a 

reason. 

 

If these are your bits please do the needful. 
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Now  
Not sure of the 

dates 

 

Some one will 

know—let me 

know for next 

newsletter (I 

will send 

chocolates if 

you are right) 
 

And then. 
Also we need to keep the grass down, Gisbrone 

CFA have been helping 

Tractor Treks 
Neil Athorn has given me a list of dates for the tractor treks.  I will put the dates in the calender, but here are details for the 

coming events. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GISBORNE VINTAGE 

MACHINERY SOCIETY INC. 

Reg No A0029842D  

CORRESPONDENCE:  PO.  BOX  99  GISBORNE 

VIC. 3437  

Calendar of Events 
 

 

2017 

 

Feb 12   Picnic at Hanging Rock Car Show  - Engine Display 

Feb 19   Ballan Rally & Tractor Pull. 

 

March 11-12  Cobden Annual Rally 

March 18-19   Kyabram Rally & White Truck Muster 

 

April 15-17   Wheatland's Rally Warracknabeal 

 

April 21-23 2017  NHMA National Rally Hamilton 

 

May 21    Gisborne Rally 

 

 General meetings - always 7 PM last Friday of the month, 

 Committee meeting- second Fridays at 7 PM  

 Working Bee Days - First Sunday of the month 

 

Please send me any calendar entries to be added.   

Disclaimer: The items published in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Gisborne Vin-

tage Machinery Society. Letters and articles published under the name of an author are the views of 

that author only 


